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samantha and Tim Agar’s sparrow Hill House has the rustic charm of a country lodge 
combined with the sleek sophistication for which its architect Bruce Wilson was 
famous. This eco-friendly house is an ode to nature, through and through.

		WATER	AND	WOOD	
The	spectacular	lake	view	is	showcased	through	
wood-framed,	floor-to-ceiling	windows.	Double	
doors	lead	to	a	deck	framed	by	glass	railings	and	
an	infinity	pool.	The	home’s	colours	are	earthy,	
with	matte	finishes	offset	by	the	sheen	of	brass	
fixtures,	including	a	Jonathan	Adler	“Meurice”	
chandelier	over	a	dining	table	of	pine	reclaimed	
from	a	100-year-old	building.	Nailhead	details	on	
the	Restoration	Hardware	leather	sofa	and	linen	
dining	room	chairs	add	a	rustic	touch,	as	do	the	
textures	and	colours	in	the	grey-washed	rattan	
lounge	chairs	made	of	eco-friendly	teak	grown	in	
a	plantation	approved	by	The	Forest	Trust.

		Double-shade	pendant	lights	hang	in		
tiers	to	play	with	the	planes	of	the	room		
and	fill	the	volume.	The	rough	finish	of	the	
massive	fireplace	in	cultured	Ledgestone		
brings	the	outdoors	in.	



O
verlooking Prospect Lake, sparrow Hill House, the home of samantha and Tim Agar 

and their boys, is a tribute to the rural beauty surrounding it. “We’ll grow our own 

food. Make art. sip wine. Gaze at the stars from our firepit,” writes samantha on 

her sparrow Hill project blog which documents the building of their home, completed by 

her husband Tim’s construction company, Horizon Pacific Contracting and sunrooms. Their 

vision includes both a retreat for their family and, eventually, a B&B in the adjacent carriage 

house for guests seeking a retreat from the city. 

significantly, sparrow Hill was the last home designed by architect and designer Bruce Wilson. 

Meade Design completed the interior design after Wilson’s death, staying as true as possible 

to his vision. Besides the design, what makes sparrow Hill House special is the homeowners’ 

dedication to making the house ultra eco-friendly, striving for LeeD Platinum levels. 

Using reclaimed, natural, and local materials, including LeeD-compliant natural wool 

carpet in the bedrooms, the home features an exterior of local stone and cedar shingles 

with a metal roof. All of the interior doors are of reclaimed wood. Other eco-features include 

rainwater harvesting and smart technology for energy conservation. It’s a home that looks 

and, just as importantly, feels beautiful.
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		BILLIARD	BEAUTY	
The	billiard	table,	oak	floor,	and	cultured	stone	
of	the	raised	fireplace	give	this	room	the	
woodsy	sensibility	of	a	country	lodge,	while	the	
glass	on	the	stairway	and	sleek	lines	make	it	
contemporary.	Functional	and	beautiful,	the	tile	
surrounding	the	billiard	table	is	framed	with	a	
border	of	matching	oak.

		STAIRWAY	TO	STYLE	
The	chunky	floating	steps	of	this	oak	staircase	
seem	both	light	and	substantial	at	the	same	
time.	Glass	and	wood	railings	let	in	the	light	
for	an	open,	airy	feeling.	Exposed	beams	in	
the	ceiling	at	the	top	of	the	stairs	add	a	rustic	
appeal	offset	by	modern,	transparent	globes.

250.598.0484    www.griffindesignkitchens.com

CELEBRATING

YEARS IN 
BUSINESS
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• Frame: Farmed Beech and/or environmentally harvested Columbia Purebond plywood
• Padding: 100% Natural Latex foam - fair trade too! (seats, backs and arms)
• Over Padding: Organic Wool padding (No Dacron or petroleum based padding here)
• Under Cover: Organic Hemp and Cotton undercover
• Completely removable slipcover: Your choice of natural fibres or post-consumer recycled fibres

Features of Our Completely Non Off-Gassing Furniture

• Designed and manufactured right here in Victoria !!

• Frame: Farmed beech and/or environmentally harvested Columbia PureBond plywood

• Padding: 100% Natural Latex foam - fair trade too! (seats, backs and arms)

• Over Padding: Organic wool padding (no Dacron or petroleum based padding here)

• Under Cover: Organic hemp and cotton undercover

• Completely Removable Slipcover: Your choice of natural fibres or post-consumer recycled fibres
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EARTHY	ESCAPE	
Local	granite	counters	contrast	with	oak	
cabinets	that	match	the	oak	flooring	throughout	
(also	used	here	as	a	border).	Shadow	lines	in	the	
millwork	and	custom	herringbone	insets	in	the	
floor	tile	add	visual	interest,	and	fixtures	of	oil-
rubbed	bronze	and	antique	brass	bring	in	a	rustic	
feel.	The	wallpaper,	with	its	glamorous	metallic	
floral	and	flocked	texture,	adds	a	feminine		
touch	to	the	masculine	lines	of	the	room	as		
well	as	contrasting	with	the	more	natural,		
matte	finishes	in	the	home.



		BATHING	DRAMA
Owner-supplied	fixtures	of	oil-rubbed	
bronze	bring	an	old-world	feel	to	this	
modern	bathtub.

ROOM	TO	PLAY
A	colourful	bureau,	patinaed	barstools,	
and	vintage	toys	bring	playfulness	to	the	
boys’	room	while	the	colour	of	the	walls	
feels	as	serene	as	the	sky	on	a	sunny	day.
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(dealer info)

3375 Tennyson Avenue, Victoria  
250.475.3323 
islandfloors.com

Since 1980

PREPARED FOR: ISLAND FLOOR COVERINGS
PUBLICATION: YAM REV

INSERTION DATE: MARCH APRIL 

SIZE: 7.5” X 4.7”
PREPARED BY: BRAVO ADVERTISING   250 590 1169 Someday you’ll update your flooring.

‘Someday’ is here.

HGTV Home 
Flooring by Shaw 
is here.
If you want only the best 
styles of carpet, hardwood 
and more, all from the design 
experts that you’ve come to 
trust, then come into Island 
Floor Centre for HGTV Home 
Flooring by Shaw.

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS!
10 am - 4 pm
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NATURAL	WARMTH	
The	Ledgestone	used	on	the	fireplaces	is	
repeated	as	the	backsplash,	bringing	an	
unexpected	rustic	touch	to	the	kitchen	and	
creating	a	connection	between	the	spaces.	Seen	
through	the	glass	door	cabinet,	it	creates	the	
perfect	backdrop	for	showcasing	glass	and	art.	
In	contrast	to	the	stone,	the	cabinetry	is	sleek,	
slab-style	doors	in	oak	with	recessed	hardware.	
The	range	hood,	with	its	exposed	nailheads	
and	wood,	echoes	features	seen	in	the	home’s	
furnishings.	A	Malcolm	Jeffers	painting	brings		
in	the	colours	of	the	natural	world.
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SOURCES

Contractor:	Horizon	Pacific	Contracting	&	Sunrooms

architect/initial interior Design:	Bruce	Wilson

interior Design Completion:	Meade	Design	Group

Flooring:	Listone	Giordano	(installed	by	Horizon)

windows:	Glass	custom	selected	for	the	different	
exposures.	Wood	windows	built	by	Prestige	Joinery

Tile:	Tile	Town	(installed	by	Horizon)

Painting:	Prime	Time	Painters

a/v Home automation:	Simply	Automated

Plumbing supplier:	Bartle	&	Gibson

millwork:	Built	and	installed	by	CSD	Design

LeeD Consulting:	Phyllis	Godfrey	and	Associates

structural engineering:	Mann	Engineering

swimming Pool:	Deshaw	Pools	

Landscape Design: Jonathan	Craggs

masonry:	Acropolis	Stone

		INDOOR-OUTDOOR	LIVING
The	home’s	roof	is	set	at	an	unusual	“butterfly”	
angle	with	the	lines	of	the	beams	carrying	through	
and	drawing	the	eye	into	the	home’s	interior.	The	
infinity	pool	features	LEED-conscious	glass	tiles	
and	a	deck	of	stamped	concrete.

OPEN
HOUSE

February 15, 2013
9:00 a.m. to noon

At GNS, our motto is
“Do your best through truth and courage”

w3w.mygns.ca           •          250.370.6801

Compete against the best in the province? It’s what 
I came here to do.
Run an unfamiliar course, in the snow? No problem.

Fall and lose one shoe, just fi ve steps into a 6km race? 
Win the Silver medal, anyway. With one shoe.

To read of Ben’s courage, and to see why he is just one of 
many remarkable GNS Gryphons, please see the full story 
here: http://ow.ly/� OZD

Susta inab le  Sur faces  &  Counte r tops Non Porous. Stain Resistant.
Made In Victoria
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