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van Meade was relatively new in Victoria’s
design scene when he received an inquiry
from a woman named Kathy. The message
said she and her husband had recently
purchased a seasonal home up Island and
were looking for a designer who could
transform the mansion-sized space into
one that would work for their family.
Specifically, starting by turning the downstairs
volleyball court into something more useful.

That was roughly 20 years ago. Back then, Meade
was established in his home country of Mexico, but
was still building his name here.

“At first, I thought someone might be playing
a joke on me. Who was this dream client?” says
Meade, principal designer of Meade Design Group.
“I knew there were other, bigger names she was
talking with, too, and [ was just young —but we
really connected. Six months passed and I thought,
‘Oh, well. Then she called me to say they wanted to
move ahead.”

DAYDREAM IN THE MAKING

For the past two decades, Meade’s team has been
working with the couple on evolving this four-level,
4,880-square-foot home into a space made for family
gatherings: one that’s seen multi-phased changes
through the years, starting with that basement reno.
‘While that first project was completed more than 17
years ago, the unused indoor volleyball court was
ultimately transformed into a loft guest space, rec
room, gym and pool table area, specially designed for
grandkids and parties. It was even featured on HGTV
as one of the top rec rooms in North America and its
mid-century motifs have stood the test of time.

Since then, the home has evolved to bring
transitional design into its other levels, including
a completely renovated kitchen and living floor,
bedroom level and bathrooms. The home now
features a hidden elevator for accessibility, a
massive, wrap-around deck, a renewed laundry
space and a functional media room for family
movie nights. For a home that can sleep at least

20 people, the changes have come as the family and
friend circles have expanded — Meade included.

“We joke that they are my Canadian family now,
and I'm often at their holiday gatherings,” says Meade.
“I get to experience the house, first hand, and see
what is and isn’t working.”

Kathy, who prefers her last name omitted for
privacy, says buying the home and its nearly one-acre
property hadn’t been the initial plan but, back in 2003,
few options on the Island worked as a family retreat.

“We had intended to build, and it would have
been nothing like this one —west coast and edgy
— but nothing fit the bill. Our real estate agent
suggested looking [up Island] ... and when we first
saw the house from the outside we said, ‘I don’t think
so, ” says Kathy. “The next day there was a showing,
though, and as soon as we walked through the door
everything felt right. We knew this was it. By the time
we got home, we decided to purchase it.”

Although they opted to keep the home’s existing
floor plan, the family knew some renovations would

For the past two
decades, Meade’s
team has been
working with the
couple on evolving
this four-level,
4.,880-square-foot
home into a space
made for family
gatherings.

This bespoke, transitional-style
kitchen combines a functional space
for creating large family meals

with luxury, high-end appliances,
including a gas range, for these
cooking enthusiasts. The kitchen was
entirely redone with a new pantry
and refreshed dining area, with
added seating for welcoming guests.
One of the home’s most impressive
features is the “James-Bond-style”
elevator, hidden behind a hutch. The
hutch was a beloved piece for this
homeowner, but when its placement
didn’t fit, it was transformed into a
lift disguise. The elevator, outfitted
with elegant wallpaper, is a custom
creation for this home to bring
accessibility to Kathy’s 94-year-old
mother. It travels directly from the
dining area to her room.




The oversized primary suite in this home features an extensive walk-in
closet and ensuite. The bedroom is lifted with feature ceiling wallpaper

by Kravet in Roscoe Grey, while Phillip Jeffries “Serengeti Weave” in
Delta Blue covers the walls. A Kalossi table lamp is layered in front of
the Oyster Bay Hempstead accent mirror by Perigold, and a custom-
designed bench adds dimension to the space.
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be needed and, since Kathy didn’t know any
designers on the Island, she started flipping
through the phone book. Meade seemed to
understand her vision instantly.

PIECE BY PIECE

While Kathy acknowledges few renos
happen over a 20-year span, it took time to
understand how the space would be used.

At first, the family only visited occasionally,
replacing things like stairs on the worn-down
goat path linking the home to the water. Now,
they spend whole summers there. Of the
home’s two lower levels, the volleyball court
was the first to be revised.

“The remarkable thing about that space is,
nearly two decades later, it stands the test of
time. You would not walk into that area and
say it’s dated,” says Kathy. “But it was a very
important first collaboration [with Meade].
It took time, and he became a very good
family friend in the course of that.”

Practical changes came next, including a
high-end kitchen makeover, a new pantry
and refreshed living areas, more seating in
the family room and a “James-Bond-style”
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elevator hidden behind a hutch to create
accessibility for Kathy’s 94-year-old mother.
More recently, as the family grew, one upper
bedroom was transformed into a bed, office
and extra bathroom upstairs, the laundry
room was reconfigured and a beautifully
oversized wrap-around deck was added to
take advantage of the spectacular views.
“With Ivan’s magic, three of the four
bedrooms on the upper levels are like
masters now, which is wonderful given
the family we have,” says Kathy. “There is a
full walk-in closet in the master bedroom,
and that bathroom now has this incredible
window overlooking the bay, which is one
of the most beautiful views in the house.
My friends have joked that we should have
parties just in that bathroom.”

DESTINATION FAMILY TIME

Because this is one of Meade’s largest
and longest-standing projects, he’s seen
the property’s transformation from the
beginning. He says every step has been built
upon the last to keep the home evolving to
the family’s changing needs.
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For a house that can sleep at least 20 people,
having casual and comfy gathering areas is vital
to this seasonal home. The sitting/living room
invites visitors to cozy in for a chat by the fire,
and the nearby entertainment space (below)
offers the perfect setting for family movie
nights. As the circle of family and friends has
grown over time, this is one area of the home
designer lvan Meade is still perfecting, as his
own time with this family has offered insight
into which rooms work well and which are still
evolving. A motorized Roman shade system

is used on the windows throughout this level
of the home to add privacy and customize the

impact of light throughout the day.

“Sometimes, you don’t have to tackle it all at
once. This house is one of those generational
homes made to stay in a family for a long time. We
worked strategically and created this design that
feels contemporary without being pretentious,”
says Meade. “It’s a place they can come and unwind
and relax and be comfortable, but it’s still elegant.
It has become a destination for the family to enjoy
together.”

Kathy says this destination was especially
supportive in the last few years with the state of the
world. She’s happy they took the time to make all
the changes over the last two decades.

“For a seasonal home with lots of people and
kids, you want something low maintenance that
still looks really great, because it’s also a space we
entertain a lot — at least, before the pandemic.
During the pandemic, we brought my mother
here and it was a place you could just wait things
out. I'm so grateful for the changes we’'d made at
that time, like the elevator,” says Kathy. “But that
downstairs area is still one of my favourites. There
have been some great parties down there.”
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Left: The home’s many bedrooms create
opportunities to add bursts of personality
throughout the house. In this room, Kravet
wallpaper in neutral “Margate” decorates

the space, with a Fairmont slim nightstand in
“Meyer Dove” from Urban Barn accenting
the sleeping area. Meade has dedicated
attention to layering textures into each area,
with a focus on custom linens, throws, pillows
and rugs adding dimension to each room.

Above: This guest bath features under-
cabinet lighting, with Vicostone Tartufo
honed granite countertops creating a
dramatic contrast, and Gluckstein Elements
Lowell wall sconces lighting the space.

From its vantage point, the primary
ensuite showcases one of the most
exceptional views in the house, flanked
by the “Brighton Pavilion” wallpaper
mural by Schumacher. The Tosca Matte
freestanding bath with its dramatic black
finish becomes the room’s centrepiece,
partnered with a Colinet matte black
one-handle tub filler and hand shower.
A large Hampton chandelier floats
overhead, creating striking contrast
with the Lunada Bay mosaic tile floor in
“Vanadium.” The Incognito “76 Shaker”
shower door aligns with the room’s
black-and-white theme.
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The guest shower brings in
themes from the primary
ensuite, with Carrara porcelain
tile walls punctuated by a
stainless steel niche in matte
black. The Moen matte black
shower arm and 10-inch
rainshower showerhead gives
this space a modern spa
appearance, and the marble
Legend side table/stool acts as

the perfect accent piece. Phillip
Jeffries “Statue” vinyl wallpaper

in extra fine arrowroot adds
modern elegance to this space,
with the Lunada Bay mosaic
tile floor creating a connection
throughout the home.

RESOURCE LIST

MAIN FLOOR
Designer: Ivain Meade, Meade Design Group

General contractor: Pine Lodge Contracting
Millwork: CSD Design

Countertops: Canary Custom Surfaces
Upholsterer: JD Upholstery

Window coverings: Monika Kurc (Installer:
Select Blinds)

Entry tile: Hourigan’s Flooring

Kitchen backsplash: Bullnose Tile and Stone
Kitchen switch plates: CB2

Kitchen hardware: Restoration Hardware

Kitchen/dining lighting: Visual Comfort Lighting
Studios (formerly Circa Lighting)

Kitchen/dining ceiling and laundry wallpaper:

Brewster Home Fashions

Powder room tile: Lunada Bay Tile

Powder room/elevator wallpaper: Maxwel Fabricsl
Living room window treatment fabric: Fabricut

Living room art photography: Ivan Meade

UPPER FLOOR
Designer: Ivan Meade, Meade Design Group

General contractor: Paul Hofmann,
Hofmann Construction

Millwork: ProNautic

Window coverings: Monika Kurc (Installer:
Select Blinds)

Wallpaper installer: Superior Decorating
Upholsterer: Alexandria Upholstery
Countertops: King’s Granite

Custom glass work: Parker Glass

Plumbing and hardware: The Ensuite Bath &
Kitchen (*less toilets)

Tile supply: Island Floor Centre

Primary window treatment fabric and trim, storage
bench fabric: Fabricut

Primary wallpaper (walls): Phillip Jeffries
Primary wallpaper (ceiling): Kravet
Ensuite lighting: McLaren Lighting
Ensuite wallpaper: Phillip Jeffries

Ensuite mural: Schumacher
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